- IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

)
TERRI LEE HALDERMAN, a retarded citizen, 'Cif%
by her mother.and guardian, Winifred Halderman;

LARRY TAYLOR, a retarded citizen, by his
parents and guardians, Elmer and Doris Taylor;

KENNY TAYLOR, a minor, a retarded citizen, by
his parents and guardians, Elmer and Doris Taylor;
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o
ROBERT SOBETSKY, a minor, a retarded citizenm, by i ' L E D

his parents and guardians, Frank and Angela

Sobetsky; JUL:Z 91974

THERESA SOBETSKY, a retarded c¢itizen, by her parents : 0 .
and guardians, Frank and Angela Sobetsky; JOHN J,WG. Clerk

DOep. Clerk

NANCY BETH BOWMAN, a retarded citizen, by her parents®¥—
and guardians, Mr. and Ms. Horace Bowman;

LINDA TAUB, a retarded citizen, by her parents and
guardians, Mr. and Ms. Allen Taub;

GEORGE SOROTOS, a minor, a retarded citizen, by his
foster parents, William and Marion Caranfa, all of
the above individually and on behalf of all others similarly
situated;
THE PARENTS AND FAMILY ASSOCIATION OF PENNHURST,
Plaintiffs

v.
PENNHURST STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL;
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE;

HELENE WOHLGEMUTH, Secretary of the Department of Public
Welfare;

C. DUANE YOUNGBERG, Superintendent, Pennhurst State School
and Hospital;

ROBERT SMILOVITZ, Assistant Superimtendent, Pennhurst State
School and Hospital;

MARGARET GREEN, BETTY UPHOLD, ALICE BARION, P.E. KLICK,
DR. PAROCCA, HELEN FRANCIS, employees and agents of Pennhurst
State School and Hospital;

JOHN DOCTOR, JAMES NURSE, JANE AIDE, JILL THERAPIST, RICHARD

. . L ee o .. .o .

ROE, JANE DOE, unknown and unnamed staff, employees and agents:

of Pennhurst State School and Hospital, each individual
Defendant sued individually and in his or her official
capacity,

Defendants
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I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

1. Plaintiffs Terri Lee Halderman, Larry Taylor, Kenny Taylor, Robert Sobetsky,
Theresa Sobetsky, Nancy Beth Bowman,.ceorge Sorotos, and LindaTaub bring this

civil rights action for declargtory and injunctive relief, individually and on
behalf of all persons similarly situated, as a result of physical and psycho-

logical injuries and deprivations they and their class have suffered and contin-
ue to suffer during their confinement within Pennhurst State School and Hospita
a state institution for the retarded. Certain of these resident Plaintiffs also
sue individually for damages. Joining as a Plaintiff is the Parents and Family
Association of Pennhurst, which organization sues on behalf of its members and

the institution's residents.

2. Plaintiffs and their class suffer from both a lack of adequate ;uperVision
and a lack of meaningful and therapeutic staff/resident interaction. Plaintiffs
and their class live in improperly designed and inadequately furnished building
Staff are poorly trained 'and the use of mechanical restraints, unnecessarily

and without proper authorization, is commonplace.

3. Residents are often sedated for the convenience of staff rather than for
therapeutic purposes. Residents are often ill-clothed and insufficiently

trained in self help techniques.

4, Plaintiffs and their class have suffered and continue to suffer physical
and emotional injuries and deprivations from deficiencies in education,
recreational toys, and indoor and outdoor exercise. Plaintiffs and their class
daily suffer the indignity of being forced to eat entire meals with improper

eating utensils.

5. Staff incompetence, staff negligence, and intentional physical and verbal

abuse of residents by staff is not uncommon.

6. The class of retarded residents at Pennhurst State School and Hospital







